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UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF MISSOURI 

SOUTHEASTERN DIVISION 

 §  Chapter 11 
In re:  §  
 § Case No. 20-43597-399 
BRIGGS & STRATTON §   
CORPORATION, et al., § (Joint Administration Requested) 
 §  
 Debtors.1 § Hearing Date: July 21, 2020 

 § Hearing Time: 10:00 a.m. (Central Time) 
 § Hearing Location: Courtroom 5 North  
 § 111 S. 10th St., St. Louis, MO 63102 

MOTION OF THE DEBTORS AND DEBTORS IN POSSESSION  
FOR THE ENTRY OF AN ORDER SCHEDULING AN EXPEDITED  
HEARING ON FIRST DAY MOTIONS FILED BY THE DEBTORS 

 
Briggs & Stratton Corporation and its debtor affiliates in the above-captioned 

chapter 11 cases, as debtors and debtors in possession (collectively, the “Debtors”), hereby move 

this Court, pursuant to section 105(a) of title 11 of the United States Code (the “Bankruptcy 

Code”), Rule 9006(c) of the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure (the “Bankruptcy Rules”) 

and Rule 9013-2(A) of the Local Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure for the United States Bankruptcy 

Court for the Eastern District of Missouri (the “Local Rules”), for an order scheduling an 

expedited hearing on certain of the first day motions (collectively, the “First Day Motions”) filed 

by the Debtors contemporaneously herewith, and in support thereof, respectfully represent as 

follows: 

Background 
 

1. On the date hereof (the “Petition Date”), the Debtors each commenced with 

this Court a voluntary case under chapter 11 of Bankruptcy Code.  The Debtors are authorized to 

 
1  The Debtors in these chapter 11 cases, along with the last four digits of each Debtor’s federal tax identification 

number are: Briggs & Stratton Corporation (2330), Billy Goat Industries, Inc. (4442), Allmand Bros., Inc. (4710), 
Briggs & Stratton International, Inc. (9957), and Briggs & Stratton Tech, LLC (2102).  The address of the Debtors’ 
corporate headquarters is 12301 West Wirth Street, Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 53222. 

Case 20-43597    Doc 55    Filed 07/20/20    Entered 07/20/20 13:58:35    Main Document 
Pg 1 of 5

¨2¤$C¢4'4     n(«

2043597200720000000000078

Docket #0055  Date Filed: 7/20/2020



2 
 
WEIL:\97558320\5\30180.0004 

continue to operate their business and manage their properties as debtors in possession pursuant to 

sections 1107(a) and 1108 of the Bankruptcy Code.  No trustee, examiner, or statutory committee of 

creditors has been appointed in these chapter 11 cases.  The Debtors have also filed a motion 

requesting joint administration of their chapter 11 cases pursuant to Bankruptcy Rule 1015(b) and 

Local Rule 1015(b).  

2. The Debtors, combined with their non-Debtor affiliates (collectively,  the 

“Company”), are the world’s largest producer of gasoline engines for outdoor power equipment and 

a leading designer, manufacturer and marketer of power generation, pressure washer, lawn and 

garden, turf care and job site products.  The Company’s products are marketed and serviced in more 

than 100 countries on six continents through 40,000 authorized dealers and service organizations.  

Additional information regarding the Debtors’ business and capital structure and the circumstances 

leading to the commencement of these chapter 11 cases is set forth in the Declaration of Jeffrey Ficks, 

Financial Advisor of Briggs & Stratton Corporation, in Support of the Debtors’ Chapter 11 Petitions 

and First Day Relief, sworn to on the date hereof (the “Ficks Declaration”),2 which has been filed 

with the Court contemporaneously herewith and is incorporated by reference herein.  

Jurisdiction 
 

3. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction to consider this matter pursuant to 

28 U.S.C. §§ 57 and 1334. This is a core proceeding pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 157(b). Venue is proper 

before this Court pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1408 and 1409. 

Relief Requested Should Be Granted 
 

4. Section 105(a) of the Bankruptcy Code authorizes this Court to “issue any 

order, process, or judgment that is necessary or appropriate to carry out the provisions of [the 

 
2  Capitalized terms used but not otherwise defined herein shall have the meanings ascribed to such terms in the Ficks 

Declaration. 
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Bankruptcy Code].” Further, Bankruptcy Rule 9006(c) provides that the Court, for cause shown, may 

in its discretion reduce the notice period normally required for motions. Lastly, Local Bankruptcy 

Rule 9013-2(A) allows a hearing to be scheduled on an expedited basis “by written motion, setting 

forth the reason the matter should be considered on an expedited . . . basis.” 

5. On the Petition Date, the Debtors filed each of the First Day Motions so as to 

be heard by this Court on an expedited basis. As described in detail in each of the First Day Motions 

and the Ficks Declaration, the relief requested in the First Day Motions is essential to maintaining the 

normal day-to-day operations of the Debtor’ businesses. Such expedited relief is also necessary to 

preserve and maximize the value of the Debtors’ estates. Accordingly, the Debtors believe that the 

First Day Motions involve matters that require an expedited hearing and that cause exists to schedule 

an expedited hearing (the “First Day Hearing”) on each of the First Day Motions. 

6. Courts in this District and elsewhere have granted similar relief concerning 

expedited consideration of first day motions in other large chapter 11 cases. See, e.g., In re Peabody 

Energy Corp., No. 16-42529 (Bankr. E.D. Mo. April 15, 2016) (Docket No. 115); In re Noranda 

Aluminum, Inc., No. 16-10083 (Bankr. E.D. Mo. Feb. 9, 2016) (Docket No. 80); In re Arch Coal, Inc., 

No. 16-40120 (Bankr. E.D. Mo. Jan. 14, 2016) (Docket No. 87)). 

Notice 
 

7. Notice of this Motion will be provided to (i) the Office of the United States 

Trustee for the Eastern District of Missouri; (ii) the holders of the 30 largest unsecured claims against 

the Debtors on a consolidated basis; (iii) Latham & Watkins LLP (Attn:  Peter P. Knight, Esq. and 

Jonathan C. Gordon, Esq.), as counsel to JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., as the administrative agent 

and collateral agent under the ABL Credit Facility and DIP Facility; (iv) Pryor Cashman LLP (Attn:  

Seth H. Lieberman, Esq. and David W. Smith, Esq.), as counsel to Wilmington Trust, N.A., as 

Case 20-43597    Doc 55    Filed 07/20/20    Entered 07/20/20 13:58:35    Main Document 
Pg 3 of 5



4 
 
WEIL:\97558320\5\30180.0004 

successor indenture trustee under the Senior Notes;  and (v) any other party that has requested notice 

pursuant to Bankruptcy Rule 2002 (collectively, the “Notice Parties”).  Notice of this Motion and 

any order entered hereon will be served in accordance with Local Rule 9013-3(A)(1).  

No Prior Request 
 

8. No prior request for the relief sought in this Motion has been made to this or any 

other Court in connection with these chapter 11 cases. 

 

 

[Page Intentionally Left Blank] 
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WHEREFORE, the Debtors respectfully request that the Court: (i) enter an order granting 

the relief requested herein; and (ii) grant such other and further relief to the Debtors as the Court 

may deem just and proper. 

Dated:  July 20, 2020  
 St. Louis, Missouri 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
CARMODY MACDONALD P.C. 
 
 
 /s/ Robert E. Eggmann  
Robert E. Eggmann, #37374MO 
Christopher J. Lawhorn, #45713MO 
Thomas H. Riske, #61838MO 
120 S. Central Avenue, Suite 1800 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 
Telephone:  (314) 854-8600 
Facsimile: (314) 854-8660 
Email: ree@carmodymacdonald.com 
 cjl@carmodymacdonald.com 
 thr@carmodymacdonald.com 
 
Proposed Local Counsel to the Debtors and  
Debtors in Possession 

-and- 

WEIL, GOTSHAL & MANGES LLP 
Ronit J. Berkovich (pro hac vice pending) 
Debora A. Hoehne (pro hac vice pending) 
Martha E. Martir (pro hac vice pending) 
767 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10153 
Telephone:  (212) 310-8000 
Facsimile:  (212) 310-8007 
Email: Ronit.Berkovich@weil.com 
 Debora.Hoehne@weil.com 

Martha.Martir@weil.com 
 
Proposed Counsel to the Debtors  
and Debtors in Possession 
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