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UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 

CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA - LOS ANGELES DIVISION 

In re 

VERITY HEALTH SYSTEM OF 
CALIFORNIA, INC., et al.,  

 Debtor and Debtor In Possession. 
 

Lead Case No. 2:18-bk-20151-ER 
Jointly Administered With:  
CASE NO.: 2:18-bk-20162-ER  
CASE NO.: 2:18-bk-20163-ER  
CASE NO.: 2:18-bk-20164-ER  
CASE NO.: 2:18-bk-20165-ER  
CASE NO.: 2:18-bk-20167-ER  
CASE NO.: 2:18-bk-20168-ER  
CASE NO.: 2:18-bk-20169-ER  
CASE NO.: 2:18-bk-20171-ER  
CASE NO.: 2:18-bk-20172-ER  
CASE NO.: 2:18-bk-20173-ER  
CASE NO.: 2:18-bk-20175-ER  
CASE NO.: 2:18-bk-20176-ER  
CASE NO.: 2:18-bk-20178-ER  
CASE NO.: 2:18-bk-20179-ER  
CASE NO.: 2:18-bk-20180-ER  
CASE NO.: 2:18-bk-20181-ER 
Chapter 11 Cases  
Hon. Judge Ernest M. Robles 
 
AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION OF NOTICE 
OF CONFIRMATION OF MODIFIED SECOND 
AMENDED JOINT CHAPTER 11 PLAN OF 
LIQUIDATION (DATED JULY 2, 2020) OF THE 
DEBTORS, THE PREPETITION SECURED 
CREDITORS, AND THE COMMITTEE IN THE 
LOS ANGELES TIMES AND SAN FRANCISCO 
CHRONICLE 
 
[No Hearing Required] 
 
 

 Affects All Debtors 
 

 Affects Verity Health System of 
California, Inc. 

 Affects O’Connor Hospital 
 Affects Saint Louise Regional Hospital 
 Affects St. Francis Medical Center 
 Affects St. Vincent Medical Center 
 Affects Seton Medical Center 
 Affects O’Connor Hospital Foundation 
 Affects Saint Louise Regional Hospital 

Foundation 
 Affects St. Francis Medical Center of 
Lynwood Foundation 

 Affects St. Vincent Foundation 
 Affects St. Vincent Dialysis Center, Inc. 
 Affects Seton Medical Center Foundation 
 Affects Verity Business Services 
 Affects Verity Medical Foundation 
 Affects Verity Holdings, LLC 
 Affects De Paul Ventures, LLC 
 Affects De Paul Ventures - San Jose 

Dialysis, LLC 
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PROOF OF PUBLICATION    
(2015.5 C.C.P.) 

   STATE OF CALIFORNIA
County of Los Angeles

I  am  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a  resident   of   the   County 
aforesaid;    I am over  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  not a party  to  or 
 interested  in  the  action  for which  the  attached  notice  was  published. 
I am a principal clerk of the Los Angeles Times,  which was adjudged a 
 newspaper of general circulation on May 21, 1952, Cases 598599 for the City of 
 Los Angeles, County of Los Angeles, and State of California.  Attached to this 
 Affidavit is a true and complete copy as was printed and published on the 
 following date(s): 
Aug 21, 2020 

I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury  
under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and 
 correct. 

  Dated at  El Segundo,  California 
  on this 21st day of August, 2020. 

 ____________________________________ 
 [signature] 

 2300 E. Imperial Hwy. 
 El Segundo, CA 90245 

7715333 - Los Angeles Times 
Page 1 of 2

___________________
[signature]
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SAMUEL R. MAIZEL (Bar No. 189301), TANIA M. MOYRON (Bar No. 235736), NICHOLAS A. KOFFROTH (Bar No. 
287854), DENTONS US LLP, Attorneys for the Chapter 11 Debtors and Debtors In Possession

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA - LOS ANGELES DIVISION

In re
VERITY HEALTH SYSTEM OF CALIFORNIA, INC., et al., 
                 Debtors and Debtors In Possession.

Lead Case No. 2:18-bk-20151-ER
Jointly Administered With:  
Case No. 2:18-bk-20162-ER
Case No. 2:18-bk-20163-ER
Case No. 2:18-bk-20164-ER
Case No. 2:18-bk-20165-ER
Case No. 2:18-bk-20167-ER
Case No. 2:18-bk-20168-ER
Case No. 2:18-bk-20169-ER
Case No. 2:18-bk-20171-ER
Case No. 2:18-bk-20172-ER
Case No. 2:18-bk-20173-ER
Case No. 2:18-bk-20175-ER
Case No. 2:18-bk-20176-ER
Case No. 2:18-bk-20178-ER
Case No. 2:18-bk-20179-ER
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Case No. 2:18-bk-20181-ER
 Hon. Judge Ernest M. Robles
NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION OF 
MODIFIED SECOND AMENDED JOINT 
CHAPTER 11 PLAN OF LIQUIDATION 
(DATED JULY 2, 2020) OF THE 
DEBTORS, THE PREPETITION SECURED 
CREDITORS, AND THE COMMITTEE

       Affects All Debtors
       Affects Verity Health System of California, Inc.
       Affects O’Connor Hospital
       Affects Saint Louise Regional Hospital
       Affects St. Francis Medical Center
       Affects St. Vincent Medical Center
       Affects Seton Medical Center
       Affects O’Connor Hospital Foundation
       Affects Saint Louise Regional Hospital Foundation
       Affects St. Francis Medical Center of Lynwood  
       Foundation
       Affects St. Vincent Foundation
       Affects St. Vincent Dialysis Center, Inc.
       Affects Seton Medical Center Foundation
       Affects Verity Business Services
       Affects Verity Medical Foundation
       Affects Verity Holdings, LLC
       Affects De Paul Ventures, LLC
       Affects De Paul Ventures  - San Jose Dialysis, LLC
                             Debtors and Debtors In Possession.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE OF THE FOLLOWING:
CONFIRMATION OF MODIFIED SECOND AMENDED JOINT CHAPTER 11 PLAN 
OF LIQUIDATION (DATED JULY 2, 2020) OF THE DEBTORS, THE PREPETITION 

SECURED CREDITORS, AND THE COMMITTEE
1. By Order dated August 14, 2020 [Docket No. 5504] (the “Confirmation Order”), the United States 

Bankruptcy Court for the Central District of California (the “Bankruptcy Court”) confirmed the Modified Second 
Amended Joint Chapter 11 Plan of Liquidation (Dated July 2, 2020) of the Debtors, the Prepetition Secured Creditors, 
and the Committee [Docket No. 5466] (including all exhibits thereto, any plan supplement, and as amended, 
modified, or supplemented from time to time, the “Plan”)1 filed by Verity Health System of California, Inc. (“VHS”) 
and the above-referenced affiliated debtors, the debtors and debtors in possession in the above-captioned 
chapter 11 bankruptcy cases, the Prepetition Secured Creditors, and the Official Committee of Unsecured 
Creditors , as satisfying the requirements of § 1129 of title 11 of the United States Code, 11 U.S.C. §§ 101 et seq.  

2. The Plan and the Confirmation Order may be obtained: (a) via download from the Bankruptcy Court’s 
website at ecf.cacb.uscourts.gov for registered users of the PACER and/or CM/ECF systems; (b) via download 
from www.kccllc.net/verityhealth; or (c) by written request to Verity Health c/o KCC, LLC, 222 North Pacific Coast 
Highway, Suite 300, El Segundo, California 90245.

Dated:  August 14, 2020

DENTONS US LLP,  By: /s/ Tania M. Moyron  , Samuel R. Maizel, Tania M. Moyron, Nicholas A. Koffroth, Counsel to 
the Debtors and Debtors In Possession
1 Capitalized terms used but not otherwise defined herein have the definitions set forth in the Plan.

X
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SAMUEL R. MAIZEL (Bar No. 189301), TANIA M. MOYRON (Bar No. 235736), NICHOLAS A. KOFFROTH (Bar No.
287854), DENTONS US LLP, Attorneys for the Chapter 11 Debtors and Debtors In Possession

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA - LOS ANGELES DIVISION

In re
VERITY HEALTH SYSTEM OF CALIFORNIA, INC., et al.,

Debtors and Debtors In Possession.

Lead Case No. 2:18-bk-20151-ER
Jointly Administered With:
Case No. 2:18-bk-20162-ER
Case No. 2:18-bk-20163-ER
Case No. 2:18-bk-20164-ER
Case No. 2:18-bk-20165-ER
Case No. 2:18-bk-20167-ER
Case No. 2:18-bk-20168-ER
Case No. 2:18-bk-20169-ER
Case No. 2:18-bk-20171-ER
Case No. 2:18-bk-20172-ER
Case No. 2:18-bk-20173-ER
Case No. 2:18-bk-20175-ER
Case No. 2:18-bk-20176-ER
Case No. 2:18-bk-20178-ER
Case No. 2:18-bk-20179-ER
Case No. 2:18-bk-20180-ER
Case No. 2:18-bk-20181-ER
Hon. Judge Ernest M. Robles

NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION OF
MODIFIED SECOND AMENDED JOINT
CHAPTER 11 PLAN OF LIQUIDATION
(DATED JULY 2, 2020) OF THE
DEBTORS,THE PREPETITION SECURED
CREDITORS, AND THE COMMITTEE

Affects All Debtors
Affects Verity Health System of California, Inc.
Affects O’Connor Hospital
Affects Saint Louise Regional Hospital
Affects St. Francis Medical Center
Affects St.Vincent Medical Center
Affects Seton Medical Center
Affects O’Connor Hospital Foundation
Affects Saint Louise Regional Hospital Foundation
Affects St. Francis Medical Center of Lynwood
Foundation
Affects St.Vincent Foundation
Affects St.Vincent Dialysis Center, Inc.
Affects Seton Medical Center Foundation
Affects Verity Business Services
Affects Verity Medical Foundation
Affects Verity Holdings, LLC
Affects De Paul Ventures, LLC
Affects De Paul Ventures - San Jose Dialysis, LLC

Debtors and Debtors In Possession.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE OF THE FOLLOWING:
CONFIRMATION OF MODIFIED SECOND AMENDED JOINT CHAPTER 11 PLAN
OF LIQUIDATION (DATED JULY 2, 2020) OF THE DEBTORS, THE PREPETITION

SECURED CREDITORS, AND THE COMMITTEE
1. By Order dated August 14, 2020 [Docket No. 5504] (the “Confirmation Order”), the United States

Bankruptcy Court for the Central District of California (the “Bankruptcy Court”) confirmed the Modified Second
Amended Joint Chapter 11 Plan of Liquidation (Dated July 2,2020) of the Debtors,the Prepetition Secured Creditors,
and the Committee [Docket No. 5466] (including all exhibits thereto, any plan supplement, and as amended,
modified,or supplemented from time to time,the“Plan”)1 filed byVerity Health System of California,Inc.(“VHS”)
and the above-referenced affiliated debtors, the debtors and debtors in possession in the above-captioned
chapter 11 bankruptcy cases, the Prepetition Secured Creditors, and the Official Committee of Unsecured
Creditors ,as satisfying the requirements of § 1129 of title 11 of the United States Code,11 U.S.C.§§ 101 et seq.

2. The Plan and the Confirmation Order may be obtained: (a) via download from the Bankruptcy Court’s
website at ecf.cacb.uscourts.gov for registered users of the PACER and/or CM/ECF systems; (b) via download
from www.kccllc.net/verityhealth;or (c) by written request to Verity Health c/o KCC,LLC,222 North Pacific Coast
Highway,Suite 300,El Segundo,California 90245.

Dated: August 14, 2020

DENTONS US LLP, By: /s/ Tania M. Moyron , Samuel R. Maizel, Tania M. Moyron, Nicholas A. Koffroth, Counsel to
the Debtors and Debtors In Possession
1 Capitalized terms used but not otherwise defined herein have the definitions set forth in the Plan.
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LegaL Notice

You can’t always lie down
in bed and sleep. Heartburn,
cardiac problems, hip or back
aches – and dozens of other
ailments and worries. Those
are the nights you’d give anything
for a comfortable chair to sleep
in: one that reclines to exactly the
right degree, raises your feet and
legs just where you want them,
supports your head and shoulders
properly, and operates at the touch
of a button.

Our Perfect Sleep Chair® does
all that and more. More than a
chair or recliner, it’s designed to
provide total comfort. Choose
your preferred heat and
massage settings, for hours of
soothing relaxation. Reading or
watching TV? Our chair’s recline
technology allows you to pause
the chair in an infinite number of
settings. And best of all, it features
a powerful lift mechanism that tilts

the entire chair forward, making
it easy to stand. You’ll love the
other benefits, too. It helps with
correct spinal alignment and
promotes back pressure relief, to
prevent back and muscle pain. The
overstuffed, oversized biscuit style
back and unique seat design will
cradle you in comfort. Generously
filled, wide armrests provide
enhanced arm support when
sitting or reclining. It even has
a battery backup in case of
a power outage.

White glove delivery included
in shipping charge. Professionals
will deliver the chair to the exact
spot in your home where you
want it, unpack it, inspect it, test
it, position it, and even carry the
packaging away! You get your
choice of Genuine Italian leather,
stain and water repellent custom-
manufactured Duralux with
the classic leather look or plush
microfiber in a variety of colors
to fit any decor. New Chestnut
color only available in Genuine
Italian Leather and long
lasting Duralux. Call now!

Because each Perfect Sleep Chair is a custom-made bedding product, we can only accept returns on chairs
that are damaged or defective. © 2020 firstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. 46
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7

“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair. To me,
it’s the best sleep chair I’ve ever had.”

— J. Fitzgerald, VA

The Perfect Sleep Chair®

1-888-741-0232
Mention code 113592 when ordering.

Three Chairs
in One

Sleep/Recline/Lift

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS A+

Pictured: Leather chair
chestnut color. Chestnut color
also available in Duralux fabric

Paid Advertisement

NOW
also available in

Genuine Italian Leather
(and new Chestnut color)

REMOTE-CONTROLLED
EASILY SHIFTS FROM FLAT TO

A STAND-ASSIST POSITION

Footrest may
vary by model

which comes less than three
months before the Novem-
ber election, Bannon be-
comes the seventh promi-
nent Trump associate to be
chargedwithafederalcrime.
The others are his former
campaign chairman and
deputy campaign manager,
national security advisor,
personal lawyer, a foreign-
policy advisor and his long-
timepolitical advisor.

Bannon, credited with
sharpening Trump’s suc-
cessful nationalistic appeal
to a political base of ag-
grieved working-class white
voters late in the 2016 cam-
paign, is alleged to have “re-
ceived over $1,000,000 from
We Build the Wall,” some of
whichheused to “cover hun-
dreds of thousands of dol-
lars of personal expenses,”
according to the indictment.

A spokesperson for Ban-
non did not immediately re-
spond to a request for com-
ment.

Trump, asked about the
indictments by reporters at
the White House on Thurs-
daymorning,expressedsad-
ness over Bannon’s arrest
while trying todistancehim-
self fromthe scheme itself.

“I feel very badly,” Trump
said. “I haven’t been dealing
with him for a very long pe-
riodof time.”

That statement contra-
dicted campaign aides who
have privately acknowl-
edged that the two have
been in touch of late about
Trump’s reelection effort.
Also, Trump praised Ban-
non in a Fox News interview
last month, and acknowl-
edged that Bannon and
other strategists without
formalcampaignrolesnone-
thelesswere “all involved.”

In a separate statement,
White House Press Secre-
taryKayleighMcEnany said
that Trump “has not been
involved with Steve Bannon
since the campaign and the
earlypartof theAdministra-
tion, and he does not know
thepeople involvedwith this
project.”

Several Trump associ-
ates were involved in theWe
Build theWall enterprise, in-
cluding some of the nation’s
most vehemently restric-
tionist immigration hawks,
who lent their names to the
group as it sought contrib-
utions from people eager to
see theborderwall built.

Former Kansas Secre-
tary of State Kris Kobach,
former Milwaukee County
Sheriff David Clarke, former
Colorado Rep. Tom Tan-
credo and former Boston
Red Sox pitcher Curt Schil-
ling were all part of the
group’s advisory board,
their pictures featuredon its
website. Trump’s son, Don-
ald Trump Jr., also lent his
name to the fundraising ef-
fort at onepoint.

According to the
indictment,Bannonand the
three other defendants —
Brian Kolfage, Andrew
Badolato andTimothyShea
— used the online site to in-
ducedonors to contribute to
the construction of a border
wall, claiming — falsely —
that “100% of your dona-
tions” would go to the fed-
eral government to expedite
the project and that they
“would not take a penny in
salary or compensation.”

The government cited
text messages among the
defendants discussing how

such language would en-
courage donations, alleging
that theysought tohidepay-
ments to themselves by fun-
neling them through third-
party entities controlled by
BannonandShea.

Although some money
was directed to private con-
tractors, including one
building a short segment of
border wall on private land
in Texas, the four defend-
ants each used proceeds for
“a variety of personal ex-
penses, including, among
other things, travel, hotels,
consumer goods and per-
sonal credit card debts,” ac-
cording to the indictment.

Kobach said last year
that Trump himself had
blessedthe fundraisingproj-
ect, telling the New York
Times: “The president said,
‘The project has my bless-
ing, and you can tell theme-
dia that.’”

Trump painted a differ-
ent picture for reporters af-
ter Bannon’s arrest, saying,
“I don’t like that project. I
thought it was being done
for showboating reasons.”
He said that the group’s ad-
vertising for contributions
to build the wall “was some-
thing I very much thought
was inappropriate to be do-
ing.”

McEnany pointed to a
tweet that Trump posted
last month disparaging the
project following a report
that the privately funded
wall segment was already
deteriorating.Trumpstated
that he “disagreed with do-
ing thisverysmall (tiny) sec-
tion of wall, in a tricky area,
by a private group which
raised money by ads,” and
suggesting that it “was only
done to make me look bad,
and perhaps it now doesn’t
evenwork.”

The indictment comes
twomonths after Atty. Gen.
WilliamBarr unsuccessfully
sought to install a Trump
administration official as
the chief prosecutor in New
York’s Southern District.
Strauss previously served
there as the deputy U.S. at-
torney under Geoffrey S.
Berman, whom Barr re-
moved in June as Berman’s
office was pushing ahead
withmultiple investigations
involving thepresident.

Barr sought to replace
Berman with Jay Clayton,
the current chair of the Se-
curities andExchangeCom-
mission. Berman resisted
his dismissal and only re-
signed after making sure
thatStrausswouldtakeover
for him until the Senate had
confirmedClayton.

Barr’s action in that in-
stance was one of a number
of interventions by him and
the Justice Department in
the previous legal cases that
snaredTrumpassociates.

Lastmonth Trump com-
mutedthesentenceofRoger
Stone, an outside advisor
who was convicted last year
and sentenced to 40months
in prison for lying to Con-
gressabouthis coordination
with WikiLeaks about its
publication of damaging
emails aboutHillaryClinton
during the 2016 campaign.

The Justice Department
in May moved to drop
charges against Michael
Flynn, Trump’s first na-
tional security advisor,
though Flynn had pleaded
guilty in late 2017 to lying to
the FBI. The judge in that
case is contesting the action
in court.

Paul Manafort, Trump’s
2016 campaign chairman,
was sentenced tomore than
seven years in prison last
year after being convicted of
bank and tax fraud related
tohisworkasapolitical con-
sultant in Ukraine. Richard
Gates,Manafort’sdeputyon
the Trump campaign,
pleadedguilty to tax fraud in
2018 and served a reduced
sentence after cooperating
with federal officials inmul-
tiple investigations.

Michael Cohen, Trump’s
longtime personal lawyer
and fixer, has served part of
a three-year sentence for tax
evasion, bank fraud, lying to
Congress and campaign fi-
nance violations.

The campaign of Demo-
cratic presidential nominee
Joe Biden said Bannon’s al-
leged corruption cameas lit-
tle surprise.

“Donald Trump has run
the most corrupt adminis-
trationinAmericanhistory,”
said Kate Bedingfield, a
campaign spokeswoman.
“He has consistently used
his office to enrich himself,
his family and his cronies, so
is it really any surprise that
yet another one of the grift-
ers he surrounded himself
with and placed in the high-
est levels of government was
just indicted?”

Bannon faces
fraud charges
[Bannon, from A1]

Healdsburg, under an evac-
uation warning, residents
prepared to leave, some for
the third time in four years.

So many fires burned in
the low mountain ranges
surrounding San Francisco
Bay that the region had the
world’s worst air quality
Wednesday night and
Thursday morning, accord-
ing to thewebsitePurpleAir.

In all, more than 492,000
acres have burned in North-
ernandCentralCalifornia—
the equivalent of 762 square
miles, more than the land
area of the city of Los Ange-
les. At least 134 structures
have been destroyed, and
while the combination of
heat andwind eased slightly
Thursday, it is not expected
to taper off soon.

“In the past four days,
therehavebeenover 370new
wildfires,” said Daniel
Berlant, a California De-
partment of Forestry and
Fire Protection information
officer, “with two dozen of
the major fires still burning
inCalifornia.”

He said 60,000 people are
under evacuation orders,
and 100,000 more are under
warnings.

Flames rearedup in com-
munities from the dry hills
west of the San Joaquin Val-
ley to the edge of San Jose,
nearing the famed Lick
Observatory, which serves
astronomers from the Uni-
versity ofCalifornia.

They threatened small
coastal hamlets, such as
Jenner and Davenport,
which are far more often be-
set by fog and brisk ocean
breezes.

Officials at UC Santa
Cruz, the thickly wooded
campus above its namesake
city, announced voluntary
evacuations, with a desig-
nated area for people to
gather on theboardwalk.

Just to the east, winds
drove fire deep into the red-

wood forest of the Santa
CruzMountains, causingex-
tensive damage atBigBasin
Redwoods State Park, Cali-
fornia’s oldest.

“We are devastated to re-
port that Big Basin State
Park, as we have known it,
loved it, and cherished it for
generations, is gone,”
tweeted the Sempervirens
Fund, a group dedicated to
protecting the redwoods.

“I couldn’t stress more
the importance of leaving
whenthoseorderscomeout,
I really can’t,” Santa Cruz
County Sheriff ’s Chief Dep-
utyChrisClark saidduringa
briefing Thursday. “There
are people that are unac-
counted for thatweare look-
ingtotrytodeterminewhere
they are, so I stress that, be-
cause with this fire you just
don’t know how things are
going to go.”

The multitude of igni-
tions were mostly sparked
by a summer lightning
storm Sunday, which hit at
the worst possible time,
when the grass and brush
were at their driest.

Southern California too
broiled under a scrim of
smoke converging from sev-
eral fires started last week,
mainly theAppleFire inRiv-
erside and San Bernardino
counties and the Lake Fire
inAngelesNationalForest.

But the bad airwas noth-
ing like the acrid clouds
smothering Northern Cali-
fornia—theworst of it in the
SiliconValley.

“Smoky and hazy condi-
tions are likely to impact
portions of the region
throughat least this upcom-
ing weekend,” the National

WeatherService said.
Experts advised staying

indoors if possible, and
wearing a mask diligently
outside — for both the
smoke and the novel co-
ronavirus, which can be
spreadby coughing.

In the North Bay area, it
was the sense of déjà vu that
was most dispiriting. From
Fairfield and Vacaville west
to the Napa and Sonoma
valleys, the region has been
devastated repeatedly since
2017by catastrophic blazes.

On Thursday, Harvest
Echols was tired of running
from fire, tired of packing up
her kids, tired of this wine
country town that seems to
come close to burning every
year. Now faced with her
third fire evacuation, she is,
she said—asshe triednot to
cry — “just trying to keep it
together.”

That meant packing up
the dark gray trailer she and
her husband, Healdsburg
Vice Mayor Shaun McCaf-
fery, bought just before the
pandemic in preparation for
the moment that is becom-
ing about as predictable as
Labor Day or Halloween:
evacuationday.

For the last three years,
Sonoma’s inhabitants have
been forced out by flames as
wildfire season seems to
growstronger and longer.

Echols remembers the
middle-of-the-night run she
had to do last October when
the Kincade fire was close
enough that its orange glow
crested the nearby hills.
Then, she and her two kids,
Leo, 14, and Lili, 12, left Mc-
Caffery behind to guard the
house and headed to a hotel

inSebastapol.
Butwithin hours, pound-

ing on their door alerted
them that the hotel was in
danger of burning. They fled
again, through dark country
roads jammed with traffic,
finally sleeping in their car in
the parking lot of the Santa
Rosa fairgrounds.

Two years before that,
the deadly Tubbs fire sent
them running. They drove
hours of winding roads to
the coast, renting the only
house they could find in Ft.
Bragg, a “mansion” she
thinks must have cost a for-
tune but was all they could
find. McCaffery still hasn’t
toldherwhat they spent.

And though the Camp
fire inParadise in2018wasn’t
close enough to force them
out, it brought its own
trauma. A thick smoke set-
tled on Healdsburg, casting
them in the dark for days,
she said, and leaving her
thinking about the dead as
shebreathed that air.

“Toknowall thosebodies
were burned up in there was
horrible,” she said.

Fire experts say the
NorthBay has been hit hard
in recent years partly be-
cause of PG&E’s power
equipment failures but also
because of awarmer climate
and an influx of invasive
species.These includeanex-
otic plant called ripgut
brome grass, which has
moved into the oak wood-
lands, said Don Hankin, a
geography and planning
professor atCalStateChico.

Much of the region was
little touched by fire prior
to 2015, making it more fuel-
rich for a blaze, others note.
Within the region, the area
scorched by fire between
2015 and 2018 amounted to
50% of what burned there in
the previous 65 years, said
John Abatzoglou, an associ-
ateprofessor inUCMerced’s
engineering school.

Californiansmay have to
get used to it. “I don’t see a
future where we’re going to
return to many smoke-free
years inarowagain,”hesaid.

For theEchols family, the
wind mercifully stalled
Thursday, allowing them
time for an organized re-
treat.After last year’s evacu-
ation, both kids missed
weeks of school. Echols feels
like it’s addingup.

“They miss their friends,
they miss school, they miss
normalcy,” saidMcCaffery.

McCaffery said their anx-
iety is becoming normal this
time of year in wine country,
when the dry grass starts
rasping in the wind. “It just
kind of wears on people that
they might have to go,” he
said. “It’s just triggering that
emotional reaction in every-
one that this is adanger.”

Times staffwritersRong-
GongLin II, LeilaMiller and
LukeMoney contributed to
this report.

Fires
still rage
in wine
country

THOMAS HENNEY, right, and Charles Chavira watch a plume spread over
Healdsburg, Calif., as the LNU Lightning Complex fires burn Thursday.

Noah Berger Associated Press

[Fires, from A1]
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