
 

 

IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 

FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

HOUSTON DIVISION 

 )  

In re: ) Chapter 11 

 )  

STAGE STORES, INC., et al.,1 ) Case No. 20-32564 (DRJ) 

 )  

   Debtors. ) (Jointly Administered) 

 )  

 ) Re: Docket No. 27 

 

INTERIM ORDER (I) AUTHORIZING THE DEBTORS TO CLOSE STORES AND  

WIND-DOWN OPERATIONS, (II) AUTHORIZING THE DEBTORS TO  

ASSUME AND PERFORM UNDER THE CONSULTING AGREEMENT  

RELATED TO THE STORE CLOSINGS, (III) APPROVING PROCEDURES  

FOR STORE CLOSING SALES, (IV) APPROVING MODIFICATIONS 

TO CERTAIN CUSTOMER PROGRAMS, AND (V) GRANTING RELATED RELIEF   

Upon the motion (the “Motion”)2 of the above-captioned debtors and debtors in possession 

(collectively, the “Debtors”) for entry of an interim order (this “Interim Order”), (a) authorizing 

the Debtors to wind-down operations; (b) authorizing the Debtors to assume and perform under 

the Master Consulting Agreement and the SOW 4 (together, the “Consulting Agreement”), copies 

of which are attached hereto as Exhibit 1-A and Exhibit 1-B; (c) authorizing the Debtors to 

conduct closings or similarly themed sales (the “Store Closing Sales”) at the locations subject to 

the Consulting Agreement (the “Closing Locations”) in accordance with the terms of the Store 

Closing Procedures attached hereto as Exhibit 2, with any such related sales to be free and clear 

of all liens, claims and encumbrances (collectively, the “Encumbrances”); (d) approving 

modifications to certain customer programs, including the return policy and acceptance of gift 

                                                 
1 The Debtors in these chapter 11 cases, along with the last four digits of each Debtor’s federal tax identification 

number, are:  Stage Stores, Inc. (6900) and Specialty Retailers, Inc. (1900).  The Debtors’ service address is:  

2425 West Loop South, Houston, Texas 77027. 

2 Capitalized terms used but not defined herein have the meanings ascribed to them in the Motion. 
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cards, resulting from the Wind-Down; (e) authorizing the sale or disposition of the Store Closing 

Assets free and clear of Encumbrances; (f) authorizing the abandonment of certain burdensome 

Merchandise, FF&E, and personal property; and (g) granting related relief, all as more fully set 

forth in the Motion; and upon the First Day Declaration; and this Court having jurisdiction over 

this matter pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1334; this Court having found that this is a core proceeding 

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 157(b)(2); and this Court having found that venue of this proceeding and 

the Motion in this district is proper pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1408 and 1409; and this Court having 

found that the relief requested in the Motion is in the best interests of the Debtors’ estates, their 

creditors, and other parties in interest; and this Court having found that the Debtors’ notice of the 

Motion and opportunity for a hearing on the Motion were appropriate under the circumstances and 

no other notice need be provided; and this Court having reviewed the Motion and having heard the 

statements in support of the relief requested therein at a hearing before this Court (the “Hearing”); 

and this Court having determined that the legal and factual bases set forth in the Motion and at the 

Hearing establish just cause for the relief granted herein; and upon all of the proceedings had 

before this Court; and after due deliberation and sufficient cause appearing therefor, 

THE COURT HEREBY FINDS AND DETERMINES THAT: 

1. The findings and conclusions set forth herein constitute the Court’s findings of fact 

and conclusions of law pursuant to Bankruptcy Rule 7052, made applicable to this proceeding 

pursuant to Bankruptcy Rule 9014.  To the extent that any of the following findings of fact 

constitute conclusions of law, they are adopted as such.  To the extent any of the following 

conclusions of law constitute findings of fact, they are adopted as such. 

2. The Debtors have sound business reasons for seeking to commence the Wind-

Down, assume and perform under the Consulting Agreement, and adopt the Store Closing 
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Procedures, on an interim basis subject to the Final Hearing, as set forth in the Motion and at the 

Hearing, and entering into the Consulting Agreement is a reasonable exercise of the Debtors’ 

business judgment and in the best interests of the Debtors and their estates. 

3. The conduct of the Store Closings in accordance with the Store Closing Procedures 

will provide an efficient means for the Debtors to dispose of the Store Closing Assets. 

4. The Consulting Agreement were negotiated, proposed, and entered into by the 

Consultant and the Debtors without collusion, in good faith, and from arm’s-length bargaining 

positions. 

5. The Debtors’ assumption of the Consulting Agreement is a sound exercise of the 

Debtors’ business judgment. 

6. The Store Closings are in the best interest of the Debtors’ estates. 

7. The Debtors have represented that they are neither selling nor leasing personally 

identifiable information pursuant to the Motion, although the Consultant will be authorized to 

distribute emails and promotional materials to the Debtors’ customers consistent with the Debtors’ 

existing policies on the use of consumer information. 

8. The relief set forth herein is necessary to avoid immediate and irreparable harm to 

the Debtors and their estates and the Debtors have demonstrated good, sufficient, and sound 

business purposes and justifications for the relief approved herein. 

9. The entry of this Interim Order is in the best interest of the Debtors and their estates, 

creditors, and interest holders and all other parties in interest herein. 
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IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT: 

10. The final hearing (the “Final Hearing”) on the Motion shall be held on June 10, 

2020, at 2:30 p.m., prevailing Central Time.  Any objections or responses to entry of a final order 

on the Motion shall be filed on or before 4:00 p.m., prevailing Central Time, on June 3, 2020.  

11. The Debtors’ implementation and effectuation of the Wind-Down is approved as 

set forth herein, pursuant to section 105(a) and 363(b) of the Bankruptcy Code. 

12. The Debtors are authorized, pursuant to sections 105(a), 363(b), and 365 of the 

Bankruptcy Code and without further notice or relief from the Court except as provided herein, to 

take any and all actions consistent with this Order that are necessary or appropriate in the exercise 

of their reasonable business judgment to implement the Wind-Down.   

13. The Debtors are authorized and empowered to take any and all further actions as 

may be reasonably necessary or appropriate to give effect to this Interim Order. 

14. Notwithstanding the relief granted in this Interim Order, any payment made by the 

Debtors pursuant to the authority granted herein, or authorizations contained hereunder, shall be 

subject to and in compliance with any orders entered by the Court approving the Debtors’ entry 

into any postpetition debtor in possession financing facility and any budget in connection therewith 

and/or authorizing the Debtors’ use of cash collateral and any budget in connection therewith.  To 

the extent there is any inconsistency between such orders and any action taken or proposed to be 

taken hereunder, the terms of such orders and budgets shall control, other than as explicitly set 

forth in paragraph 18 of this Interim Order. 

15. To the extent of any conflict between this Interim Order, the Store Closing 

Procedures, any Side Letter (as defined below), and the Consulting Agreement, the terms of any 
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Side Letter shall control over this Interim Order, this Interim Order shall control over all other 

documents and the Store Closing Procedures shall control over the Consulting Agreement. 

16. Notice of the Motion as provided therein shall be deemed good and sufficient notice 

of such Motion and the requirements of Bankruptcy Rule 6004(a) and the Local Rules are satisfied 

by such notice. 

17. Notwithstanding Bankruptcy Rule 6004(h), the terms and conditions of this Interim 

Order are immediately effective upon its entry. 

I. Authority to Assume and Perform under the Consulting Agreement. 

18. The Debtors are authorized to assume and perform under the Consulting Agreement 

pursuant to sections 363 and 365 of the Bankruptcy Code, on an interim basis including:  (a) 

making payments required by the Consulting Agreement to the Consultant without the need for 

any application of the Consultant or a further order of the Court and (b) allowing the sale of 

Additional Consultant Goods, and (c) participating in an augmentation program, all as permitted 

under the Consulting Agreement.  Consultant’s fees and expenses shall be paid from the gross 

proceeds of the Store Closing Sales, without adherence to any weekly, monthly or aggregate 

limitation in a DIP financing or cash collateral budget entered in connection with these chapter 11 

cases, but shall be subject to the terms of the Consulting Agreement itself, including as to any 

expense budget attached thereto. 

19. Consultant is hereby granted a first-priority security interest and lien upon (i) the 

Additional Consultant Goods and (ii) Consultant’s portion of the Additional Consultant Goods 

proceeds, which security interest shall be deemed perfected on an interim basis pursuant to this 

Interim Order without the requirement of filing UCC financing statements or providing 

notifications to any prior secured parties (provided that Consultant is hereby authorized to deliver 

any notices and file any financing statements and amendments thereof under the applicable UCC 
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identifying Consultant’s interest in the Additional Consultant Goofs (and any proceeds thereof) as 

consigned goods thereunder and the Debtors as the consignee therefor, and Consultant’s security 

interest in such Additional Consultant Goods and Consultant’s portion of the Additional 

Consultant Goods proceeds).  As part of each weekly reconciliation, the Debtors shall turnover all 

proceeds from the sale of Additional Consultant Goods to the Consultant, net of any fee payable 

to the Debtors pursuant to the Consulting Agreement. 

20. To the extent that Stage Stores’ private label credit cards, issued by Comenity Bank 

pursuant to that certain Amended and Restated Private Label Credit Card Agreement dated as of 

August 8, 2012, will be permitted to purchase Additional Consultant Goods and/or FF&E, those 

Additional Consultant Goods and FF&E will be treated the same as Debtors’ goods under the 

private credit as if they were Stage Stores’ Merchandise. 

21. Subject to the restrictions set forth in this Interim Order and the Store Closing 

Procedures, the Debtors and the Consultant hereby are authorized to take any and all actions as 

may be necessary or desirable to implement the Consulting Agreement and the Store Closings; 

and each of the transactions contemplated by the Consulting Agreement, and any actions taken by 

the Debtors and the Consultant necessary or desirable to implement the Consulting Agreement 

and/or the Store Closings prior to the date of this Interim Order, hereby are approved and ratified. 

II. Authority to Engage in Store Closings. 

22. The Debtors are authorized, but not directed, on an interim basis pending the Final 

Hearing, pursuant to sections 105(a) and 363(b)(1) of the Bankruptcy Code, to immediately 

conduct the Store Closing Sales at the Closing Locations in accordance with this Interim Order, 

the Store Closing Procedures and the Consulting Agreement.  

23. The Store Closing Procedures are approved in their entirety on an interim basis. 
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24. The Debtors are authorized to discontinue operations at the Closing Locations in 

accordance with this Interim Order and the Store Closing Procedures. 

25. All entities that are presently in possession of some or all of the Merchandise or 

FF&E in which the Debtors hold an interest that are or may be subject to the Consulting Agreement 

or this Interim Order hereby are directed to surrender possession of such Merchandise or FF&E to 

the Debtors or the Consultant.  Debtors shall immediately serve a copy of this Interim Order on 

any party alleged to be in possession of said Merchandise or FF&E. 

26. Subject to Section IV of this Interim Order, neither the Debtors nor the Consultant 

nor any of their officers, employees, or agents shall be required to obtain the approval of any third 

party, including (without limitation) any Governmental Unit (as defined in Bankruptcy Code 

section 101(27)) or landlord, to conduct the Store Closing Sales and to take the related actions 

authorized herein. 

III. Conduct of the Store Closing Sales. 

27. All newspapers and other advertising media in which the Store Closings may be 

advertised and all landlords are directed to accept this Interim Order as binding authority so as to 

authorize the Debtors and the Consultant to conduct the Store Closing Sales and the sale of 

Merchandise and FF&E pursuant to the Consulting Agreement, including, without limitation, to 

conduct and advertise the sale of the Merchandise and FF&E in the manner contemplated by and 

in accordance with this Interim Order, the Store Closing Procedures, and the Consulting 

Agreement.  Nothing herein shall be construed to require newspapers or other advertising media 

to change or modify their normal process for accepting advertising relevant to any Sale. 

28. The Debtors and the Consultant are hereby authorized to take such actions as may 

be necessary and appropriate to implement the Consulting Agreement and to conduct the 

Store Closings without necessity of further order of this Court as provided in the Consulting 
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Agreement or the Store Closing Procedures, including, but not limited to, advertising the sale as a 

“store closing sale”, “sale on everything”, “everything must go”, or similar-themed sales through 

the posting of signs (including the use of exterior banners at non-enclosed mall closing locations, 

and at enclosed mall closing locations to the extent the applicable closing location entrance does 

not require entry into the enclosed mall common area), use of sign-walkers and street signage; 

provided, however, that only Debtor-approved terminology will be used at each Store in 

connection with the Store Closings. 

29. Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, and in view of the importance of 

the use of sign-walkers, banners, and other advertising to the sale of the Merchandise and FF&E, 

to the extent that, prior to the Final Hearing, disputes arise during the course of such sale regarding 

laws regulating the use of sign-walkers, banners, or other advertising and the Debtors and the 

Consultant are unable to resolve the matter consensually, any party may request an immediate 

telephonic hearing with this Court pursuant to these provisions.  Such hearing will, to the extent 

practicable, be scheduled initially no later than the earlier of (a) the Final Hearing or (b) within 

two business days of such request.  This scheduling shall not be deemed to preclude additional 

hearings for the presentation of evidence or arguments as necessary. 

30. Nothing in the Consulting Agreement, the Store Closing Procedures or this Interim 

Order releases, nullifies, or enjoins the enforcement of any liability to a Governmental Unit under 

environmental laws or regulations (or any associated liabilities for penalties, damages, cost 

recovery, or injunctive relief) to which any entity would be subject as the owner, lessor, lessee, or 

operator of the property after the date of entry of this Interim Order.  Nothing contained in this 

Interim Order, the Consulting Agreement, or the Store Closure Procedures shall in any way:  (a) 

diminish the obligation of any entity to comply with environmental laws; or (b) diminish the 
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obligations of the Debtors to comply with environmental laws consistent with their rights and 

obligations as debtors in possession under the Bankruptcy Code, and the Debtors reserve all rights 

related thereto. 

31. Except as expressly provided in the Consulting Agreement, the sale of the 

Merchandise and FF&E shall be conducted by the Debtors and the Consultant notwithstanding any 

restrictive provision of any lease, sublease, or other agreement relative to occupancy affecting or 

purporting to restrict the conduct of the Store Closing Sales, the rejection of leases, abandonment 

of assets, or “going dark” provisions.  The Debtors, the Consultant, and landlords of the closing 

locations are authorized to enter into agreements (“Side Letters”) between themselves modifying 

the Store Closing Procedures without further order of the Court, and such Side Letters shall be 

binding as among the Debtors, the Consultant, and any such landlords.  In the event of any conflict 

between the Store Closing Procedures and any Side Letter, the terms of such Side Letter shall 

control. 

32. Except as expressly provided for herein or in the Store Closing Procedures, no 

person or entity, including, but not limited to, any landlord, licensor, service providers, utilities, or 

creditor, shall take any action to directly or indirectly prevent, interfere with, or otherwise hinder 

consummation of the Store Closing Sales, or the advertising and promotion (including the posting 

of signs and exterior banners or the use of sign-walkers) of such sales, and all such parties and 

persons of every nature and description, including, but not limited to, any landlord, licensor, 

service providers, utilities, or creditor and all those acting for or on behalf of such parties, are 

prohibited and enjoined from (a) interfering in any way with, obstructing, or otherwise impeding, 

the conduct of the Store Closings and/or (b) instituting any action or proceeding in any court (other 

than in the Court) or administrative body seeking an order or judgment against, among others, the 

Case 20-32564   Document 221   Filed in TXSB on 05/15/20   Page 9 of 58



 

10 

Debtors, the Consultant, or the landlords at the closing locations that might in any way directly or 

indirectly obstruct or otherwise interfere with or adversely affect the conduct of the sale or other 

liquidation sales at the closing locations and/or seek to recover damages for breach(es) of 

covenants or provisions in any lease, sublease, license, or contract based upon any relief authorized 

herein. 

33. All sales of Store Closing Assets shall be “as is” and final.  However, as to the 

stores, all state and federal laws relating to implied warranties for latent defects shall be complied 

with and are not superseded by the sale of said goods or the use of the terms “as is” or “final sales.”  

As to the Closing Locations, all state and federal laws relating to implied warranties for latent 

defects shall be complied with and are not superseded by the sale of said goods or the use of the 

terms “as is” or “final sale.” 

34. The Consultant shall accept return of any goods that contain a defect which the lay 

consumer could not reasonably determine was defective by visual inspection prior to purchase for 

a full refund, provided that the consumer must return the merchandise within the time period 

proscribed by the Debtors’ return policy that was in effect when the merchandise was purchased, 

the consumer must provide a receipt, and the asserted defect must in fact be a “latent” defect., 

which goods shall not be resold by the Debtors. 

35. The Consultant shall not be liable for sales taxes except as expressly provided in 

the Consulting Agreement and the payment of any and all sales taxes is the responsibility of the 

Debtors.  The Debtors are directed to remit all taxes arising from the Store Closing Sales to the 

applicable Governmental Units as and when due, provided that in the case of a bona fide dispute 

the Debtors are only directed to pay such taxes upon the resolution of the dispute, if and to the 

extent that the dispute is decided in favor of the applicable Governmental Unit.  For the avoidance 
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of doubt, sales taxes collected and held in trust by the Debtors shall not be used to pay any creditor 

or any other party, other than the applicable Governmental Unit for which the sales taxes are 

collected.  The Consultant shall collect, remit to the Debtors and account for sales taxes as and to 

the extent provided in the Consulting Agreement.  This Interim Order does not enjoin, suspend, or 

restrain the assessment, levy or collection of any tax under state law, and does not constitute a 

declaratory judgment with respect to any party’s liability for taxes under state law. 

36. Pursuant to section 363(f) of the Bankruptcy Code, the Consultant, on behalf of the 

Debtors, is authorized to sell, and all sales of Store Closing Assets, whether by the Consultant or 

the Debtors, shall be, free and clear of any and all of any liens, claims, encumbrances, and other 

interests; provided, however, that any such liens, claims, encumbrances, and other interests shall 

attach to the proceeds of the sale of the Store Closing Assets with the same validity, in the amount, 

with the same priority as, and to the same extent that any such liens, claims, and encumbrances 

have with respect to the Store Closing Assets, subject to any claims and defenses that the Debtors 

may possess with respect thereto and the Consultant’s fees and expenses (as provided in the 

Consulting Agreement). 

37. Neither the Store Closing Procedures, Consulting Agreement, nor this Interim 

Order authorize the Debtors to transfer or sell to Consultant or any other party the personal 

identifying information (which means information which alone or in conjunction with other 

information identifies an individual, including but not limited to an individual’s first name (or 

initial) and last name, physical address, electronic address, telephone number, social security 

number, date of birth, government-issued identification number, account number and credit or 

debit card number (“PII”) of any customers or employees unless such sale or transfer is permitted 

by the Debtors’ privacy policy and state, provincial or federal privacy and/or identity theft 
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prevention laws and rules (collectively, the “Applicable Privacy Laws”). The foregoing shall not 

limit the Consultant’s use of the Debtors’ customer lists and mailing lists in accordance with the 

Consulting Agreement solely for purposes of advertising and promoting the Sales.  To the extent 

that the Debtors propose to sell or abandon FF&E which may contain PII or confidential 

information about the Debtors’ employees and/or customers, the Debtors shall remove the PII from 

such items of FF&E before such sale or abandonment.  At the conclusion of the Sales, the 

Consultant shall provide the Debtors with written verification that the Consultant has not removed, 

copied, or sold any customer PII and that any records containing PII were shredded, erased or 

otherwise modified to render the PII unreadable or undecipherable prior to any sales.  Debtors 

shall prepare and file a declaration of compliance within 30 days from the conclusion of each sale 

which reflects if any sale or abandonment of FF&E containing PII has taken place and that removal 

of the PII has occurred. 

38. The Debtors and/or the Consultant (as the case may be) are authorized and 

empowered to transfer Store Closing Assets among the stores.  The Consultant is authorized to sell 

the Debtors’ FF&E and abandon the same, in each case, as provided for and in accordance with 

the terms of the Consulting Agreement, provided that, to the extent prohibited by applicable law, 

the Consultant and Debtors are not authorized to abandon, and the Debtors are directed to remove 

and properly dispose of, any hazardous materials defined under applicable law of the jurisdiction 

in which the materials are located from any leased premises as and to the extent required by 

applicable law of the jurisdiction in which the lease premises lies. 

39. Notwithstanding this or any other provision of this Interim Order, nothing shall 

prevent or be construed to prevent the Consultant (individually, as part of a joint venture, or 

otherwise) or any of its affiliates from bidding on the Debtors’ assets not subject to the Consulting 
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Agreement, pursuant to a consulting agreement, or otherwise (“Additional Assets”).  The 

Consultant is hereby authorized to bid on and guarantee or otherwise acquire such Additional 

Assets notwithstanding anything to the contrary in the Bankruptcy Code or other applicable law, 

provided that such guarantee, transaction or acquisition is approved by separate order of this Court. 

IV. Dispute Resolution Procedures with Governmental Units. 

40. Nothing in this Interim Order, the Consulting Agreement, or the Store Closing 

Procedures, releases, nullifies, or enjoins the enforcement of any liability to a Governmental Unit 

under environmental laws or regulations (or any associated liabilities for penalties, damages, cost 

recovery, or injunctive relief) to which any entity would be subject as the owner, lessor, lessee, or 

operator of the property after the date of entry of this Interim Order.  Nothing contained in this 

Interim Order, the Consulting Agreement, or the Store Closing Procedures shall in any way 

(a) diminish the obligation of any entity to comply with environmental laws or (b) diminish the 

obligations of the Debtors to comply with environmental laws consistent with its rights and 

obligations as debtor in possession under the Bankruptcy Code.  The Store Closings shall not be 

exempt from laws of general applicability, including, without limitation, public health and safety, 

criminal, tax, labor, employment, environmental, antitrust, fair competition, traffic and consumer 

protection laws, including local laws, regulations, ordinances, or police powers of general 

applicability regarding matters such as regulating deceptive practices and false advertising 

(collectively, “General Laws”).  Nothing in this Interim Order, the Consulting Agreement or the 

Store Closing Procedures, shall alter or affect obligations to comply with all applicable federal 

safety laws and regulations.  Nothing in this Interim Order shall be deemed to bar any 

Governmental Unit (as such term is defined in section 101(47) of the Bankruptcy Code) from 

enforcing General Laws in the applicable non-bankruptcy forum, subject to the Debtors’ rights to 

assert in that forum or before this Court that any such laws are not in fact General Laws or that 
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such enforcement is impermissible under the Bankruptcy Code, this Interim Order, or otherwise, 

pursuant to paragraph 38 herein.  Notwithstanding any other provision in this Interim Order, no 

party waives any rights to argue any position with respect to whether the conduct was in 

compliance with this Interim Order and/or any applicable law, or that enforcement of such 

applicable law is preempted by the Bankruptcy Code.  Nothing in this Interim Order shall be 

deemed to have made any rulings on any such issues. 

41. To the extent that the sale of Store Closing Assets is subject to Applicable Sale 

Laws, including any federal, state, or local statute, ordinance, or rule, or licensing requirement 

directed at regulating “going out of business,” “store closing,” similar inventory liquidation sales, 

or bulk sale laws, including laws restricting safe, professional, and non-deceptive, customary 

advertising such as signs, banners, posting of signage, and use of sign-walkers solely in connection 

with the sale and including ordinances establishing license or permit requirements, waiting 

periods, time limits or bulk sale restrictions that would otherwise apply solely to the sale of the 

Store Closing Assets, or any similar laws, the dispute resolution procedures in this section shall 

apply: 

(a) Provided that the Store Closings are conducted in accordance with the terms of 

this Interim Order and the Store Closing Procedures, and in light of the provisions 

in the laws of many Governmental Units that exempt court-ordered sales from 

their provisions, the Debtors shall be presumed to be in compliance with any 

Applicable Sale Laws and, subject to Paragraph 37 hereof, are authorized to 

conduct the Store Closings in accordance with the terms of this Interim Order and 

the Store Closing Procedures without the necessity of further showing compliance 

with any Applicable Sale Laws. 

(b) Within two business days after entry of this Interim Order, the Debtor shall serve 

copies of this Interim Order, the Consulting Agreement and the Store Closing 

Procedures via email, facsimile, or regular mail, on the following:  (i) the United 

States Trustee; (ii) the state attorney general’s office for each state where the Store 

Closings are being held; (iii) the county consumer protection agency or similar 

agency for each county where the Store Closings will be held; (iv) the division of 

consumer protection for each state where the Store Closings will be held; (v) the 

chief legal counsel for the local jurisdiction; and (vi) the landlords for the stores. 
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(c) To the extent there is a dispute arising from or relating to the Store Closings, this 

Interim Order, the Consulting Agreement, or the Store Closing Procedures, which 

dispute relates to any Applicable Sale Laws (a “Reserved Dispute”), this Court 

shall retain exclusive jurisdiction to resolve the Reserved Dispute.  Any time 

within ten days following entry of this Interim Order, any Governmental Unit may 

assert that a Reserved Dispute exists by serving written notice of such Reserved 

Dispute (which may be by e-mail) to counsel for the Debtors so as to ensure 

delivery thereof within one business day thereafter.  If the Debtors and the 

Governmental Unit are unable to resolve the Reserved Dispute within fifteen days 

after service of the notice, the aggrieved party may file a motion with this Court 

requesting that this Court resolve the Reserved Dispute (a “Dispute Resolution 

Motion”). 

(d) In the event a Dispute Resolution Motion is filed, nothing in this Interim Order 

shall preclude the Debtors, a landlord, or other interested party from asserting 

(i) that the provisions of any Applicable Sale Laws are preempted by the 

Bankruptcy Code or (ii) that neither the terms of this Interim Order nor the conduct 

of the Debtors pursuant to this Interim Order, violates such Applicable Sale Laws. 

Filing a Dispute Resolution Motion as set forth herein shall not be deemed to affect 

the finality of any order or to limit or interfere with the Debtors’ or the Consultant’s 

ability to conduct or to continue to conduct the Store Closings pursuant to this 

Interim Order, absent further order of this Court.  This Court grants authority for 

the Debtors and the Consultant to conduct the Store Closings pursuant to the terms 

of this Interim Order, the Consulting Agreement, and/or the Store Closing 

Procedures and to take all actions reasonably related thereto or arising in 

connection therewith.  The Governmental Unit shall be entitled to assert any 

jurisdictional, procedural, or substantive arguments it wishes with respect to the 

requirements of its Applicable Sale Laws or the lack of any preemption of such 

Applicable Sale Laws by the Bankruptcy Code.  Nothing in this Interim Order 

shall constitute a ruling with respect to any issues to be raised in any Dispute 

Resolution Motion. 

(e) If, at any time, a dispute arises between the Debtors and/or the Consultant and a 

Governmental Unit as to whether a particular law is an Applicable Sale Law, and 

subject to any provisions contained in this Interim Order related to the Applicable 

Sale Laws, then any party to that dispute may utilize the provisions hereunder by 

serving a notice to the other party and proceeding thereunder in accordance with 

those paragraphs.  Any determination with respect to whether a particular law is 

an Applicable Sale Law shall be made de novo. 

42. Except as expressly provided for herein or in the Store Closing Procedures, and 

except with respect to any Governmental Unit (as to which paragraphs 37 and 38 shall apply), no 

person or entity, including but not limited to any landlord, licensor, or creditor, shall take any 

action to directly or indirectly prevent, interfere with, or otherwise hinder consummation of the 
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Store Closings, or the advertising and promotion (including the posting of signs or the use of sign 

walkers) of the Store Closings, and all such parties and persons of every nature and description, 

including landlords, licensors, creditors and utility companies and all those acting for or on behalf 

of such parties, are prohibited and enjoined from (a) interfering in any way with, or otherwise 

impeding, the conduct of the Store Closings and/or (b) instituting any action or proceeding in any 

court or administrative body seeking an order or judgment against, among others, the Debtors, the 

Consultant, or the landlords at the stores that might in any way directly or indirectly obstruct or 

otherwise interfere with or adversely affect the conduct of the Store Closings and/or seek to recover 

damages for breach(es) of covenants or provisions in any lease, sublease or license based upon any 

relief authorized herein. 

43. Any restrictions in any lease agreement, restrictive covenant, or similar documents 

purporting to limit, condition, or impair the Debtors’ ability to conduct the Store Closings shall 

not be enforceable, nor shall any breach of such provisions in these chapter 11 cases constitute a 

default under a lease or provide a basis to terminate the lease; provided that the Store Closings are 

conducted in accordance with the terms of this Interim Order and the Store Closing Procedures. 

44. Subject to Paragraphs 37 and 38 above, each and every federal, state, or local 

agency, departmental or governmental unit with regulatory authority over the Store Closings and 

all newspapers and other advertising media in which the Store Closings are advertised shall 

consider this Interim Order as binding authority that no further approval, license, or permit of any 

governmental unit shall be required, nor shall the Debtors be required to post any bond, to conduct 

the Store Closings. 

45. Provided that the Store Closing Sales are conducted in accordance with the terms 

of this Interim Order, the Consulting Agreement, and the Store Closing Procedures, and in light of 
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the provisions in the laws that exempt court-ordered sales from their provisions, the Debtors shall 

be presumed to be in compliance with any Applicable Sale Laws and are authorized to conduct the 

Store Closings in accordance with the terms of this Interim Order and the Store Closing Procedures 

without the necessity of further showing compliance with any such Applicable Sale Laws. 

46. To the extent that between the Petition Date and the date of the Final Hearing there 

is Reserved Dispute, the Court shall retain exclusive jurisdiction to resolve the Reserved Dispute 

which such Reserved Dispute will be heard at the Final Hearing, absent a party obtaining expedited 

relief.  Nothing in this Interim Order shall constitute a ruling with respect to any issues to be raised 

with respect to a Reserved Dispute.  Any Governmental Unit may assert a Reserved Dispute by 

sending a written notice (which may be by e-mail) explaining the nature of the dispute to: (a) Stage 

Stores, Inc., 2425 West Loop South, Houston, Texas 77027, Attn:  Office of the General Counsel 

(legalnotices@stage.com); (b) proposed co-counsel to the Debtors, Kirkland & Ellis LLP, 

601 Lexington Avenue, New York, New York 10022, Attn.: Joshua A. Sussberg, P.C. 

(joshua.sussberg@kirkland.com) and Neil E. Herman (neil.herman@kirkland.com), 

Kirkland & Ellis LLP, 300 North LaSalle Street, Chicago, Illinois 60654, Attn.: Joshua M. Altman 

(josh.altman@kirkland.com), and Jackson Walker L.L.P., 1401 McKinney Street, Suite 1900, 

Houston, Texas 77010, Attn.:  Matthew D. Cavenaugh (mcavenaugh@jw.com); (c) the United 

States Trustee for the Southern District of Texas, 515 Rusk Street, Suite 3516, Houston, Texas 

77002, Attn.:  Hector Duran (hector.duran.jr@usdoj.gov) and Stephen Statham 

(stephen.statham@usdoj.gov); (d) counsel to any statutory committee appointed in these chapter 

11 cases; (e) counsel to the Consultant, Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP, 575 Madison Avenue, 

New York, New York 10022, Attn.: Cindi M. Giglio (cindi.giglio@katten.com); and (f) any 

affected landlord and their counsel of record (if known). 
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V. Consumer Provisions. 

47. For the first 30 days from the date of the reopening of any store to the public, the 

Debtors shall accept returns of merchandise sold by the Debtors in the ordinary course prior to any 

Sale Commencement Date; provided that such return is otherwise in compliance with the Debtors’ 

return policies in effect as of the date such item was purchased and the customer is not repurchasing 

the same item so as to take advantage of the sale price being offered in the Store 

48.  Closings; provided, further, that (a) returns of items sold on a “final” basis, 

including items sold in the initial closing stores on a “final” basis pursuant to the Store Closing 

Order, shall not be accepted, and (b) gift cards may not be returned for cash. 

49. Notwithstanding anything herein, all state and federal laws relating to implied 

warranties for latent defects shall be complied with and are not superseded by the sale of said 

goods or the use of the terms “as is” or “final sales.”  The Debtors shall accept return of any goods 

purchased during the Store Closings that contain a defect which the lay consumer could not 

reasonably determine was defective by visual inspection prior to purchase for a full refund; 

provided, that the consumer must return the merchandise within 30 days of their purchase, the 

consumer must provide a receipt for the purchase to the Debtors, and the asserted defect must in 

fact be a “latent” defect, which goods shall not be resold by the Debtors 

50. For the first 30 days from the date of the reopening of any store to the public, such 

store will continue to accept the Debtors’ validly-issued gift certificates and gift cards issued prior 

to the Sale Commencement Date for in-person (and only in person) purchases in the ordinary 

course of business.  After the expiration of the 30 days to utilize gift certificates and gift cards 

in-store, all such validly-issued gift certificates and gift cards will no longer be accepted by the 

Debtors and deemed to have no remaining value.  Notwithstanding any policy or state law to the 

contrary, the gift cards are not redeemable for cash at any time.     
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51. The Debtors and the Consultant shall post conspicuous signs in their stores, 

including at their cash registers, explaining the above “consumer provisions” to customers, 

including the return policies and gift card policy, which shall remain posted throughout the 

duration of the Store Closings.  In addition, the Debtors will post notice of the changes to gift cards 

and customer programs on the Debtors’ website. 

VI. Other Provisions. 

52. The Consultant shall not be liable for any claims against the Debtors, and the 

Debtors shall not be liable for any claims against the Consultant, in each case, other than as 

expressly provided for in the Consulting Agreement. 

53. Within 30 days of conclusion of the Sale, the Debtors shall (a) file with the Court 

a summary report of the store closing process that will include (i) a list of the stores closed and (ii) 

gross revenue from the store closing assets sold, and (b) file with the Court and serve on the U.S. 

Trustee and any statutory committee report showing payment of each of the Consultant’s fees, 

setting forth detail and information regarding the calculation of such fees paid to the Consultant 

and expenses reimbursed to the Consultant. 

54. The Consultant will file a supplemental declaration disclosing all connections at 

least 7 days prior to the final hearing.  

55. The Debtors shall have no obligation to indemnify Consultant or provide 

contribution or reimbursement to Consultant for any claim or expense arising under the Store 

Closing Procedures or Consulting Agreement that is either: (i) judicially determined (the 

determination having become final) to have arisen from Consultant’s  gross negligence, willful 

misconduct, fraud, breach of fiduciary duty (if any) or bad faith or (ii) settled prior to a judicial 

determination as to Consultant’s gross negligence, willful misconduct, fraud, breach of fiduciary 

duty (if any), or bad faith, but determined by this Court, after notice and a hearing to be a claim or 
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expense for which the Consultant should not receive indemnity, contribution or reimbursement 

pursuant to the Store Closing Procedures or Consulting Agreement. 

56. This Court shall retain exclusive jurisdiction with regard to all issues or disputes 

relating to this Interim Order or the Consulting Agreement, including, but not limited to, (a) any 

claim or issue relating to any efforts by any party or person to prohibit, restrict or in any way limit 

banner and sign-walker advertising, including with respect to any allegations that such advertising 

is not being conducted in a safe, professional, and non-deceptive manner, (b) any claim of the 

Debtors, the landlords and/or the Consultant for protection from interference with the Store 

Closing Sales, (c) any other disputes related to the Store Closing Sales, and (d) to protect the 

Debtors and/or the Consultant against any assertions of any liens, claims, encumbrances, and other 

interests.  No such parties or person shall take any action against the Debtors, the Consultant, the 

landlords or the Store Closing Sales until this Court has resolved such dispute.  This Court shall 

hear the request of such parties or persons with respect to any such disputes on an expedited basis, 

as may be appropriate under the circumstances. 

Houston, Texas  

Dated: ___________, 2020  

  

 DAVID R. JONES 

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY JUDGE 

 

 

Signed:  

 

____________________________________ 

DAVID R. JONES 

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY JUDGE 

 
 

May 13, 2020.
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Master Consulting Agreement 
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If to the Consultant:  

 

Gordon Brothers Retail Partners, LLC 

800 Boylston Street 

27th Floor 

Boston, MA 01299 

Attention: Mackenzie Shea 

Email address: mshea@gordonbrothers.com 

 

with copies (which shall not constitute notice) to: 

 

Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP 

575 Madison Avenue 

New York, NY 10022 

Attention: Cindi M. Giglio 

Email address: cgiglio@katten.com 
 

If the parties are unable to resolve the dispute, either the landlord or the Debtors shall 

have the right to schedule a hearing before the Court on no less than five days’ written 

notice to the other party, served by email or overnight delivery. 
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Exhibit 1-B 

SOW 4 
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Note: This expense budget is based upon the above start and end dates. 

Any changes in these dates may result in adjustments to the expense 

budget, which will be agreed upon by Merchant and Consultant.
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Exhibit 2 

Store Closing Procedures
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Store Closing Procedures1 

(i) The Store Closings will be conducted during normal business hours or such hours as 

otherwise permitted by the applicable unexpired lease. 

(ii) The Store Closings will be conducted in accordance with applicable state and local “Blue 

Laws,” and thus, where such a law is applicable, no Store Closings will be conducted on 

Sunday unless the Debtors have been operating such stores on Sundays. 

(iii) On “shopping center” property, neither the Debtors nor the Consultant shall distribute 

handbills, leaflets, or other written materials to customers outside of any stores’ premises, 

unless permitted by the applicable lease or if distribution is customary in the “shopping 

center” in which such store is located; provided that the Debtors and the Consultant 

may solicit customers in the stores themselves.  On “shopping center” property, neither 

the Debtors nor the Consultant shall use any flashing lights or amplified sound to advertise 

the Store Closings or solicit customers, except as permitted under the applicable lease or 

agreed in writing by the landlord. 

(iv) The Debtors and the Consultant shall have the right to use and sell the FF&E.  

The Debtors and the Consultant may advertise the sale of the FF&E in a manner consistent 

with these Store Closing Procedures. The purchasers of any FF&E sold during the Store 

Closings shall be permitted to remove the FF&E either through the back or alternative 

shipping areas at any time, or through other areas after Store business hours; provided, 

however, that the foregoing shall not apply to de minimis FF&E sales made whereby the 

item can be carried out of the Store in a shopping bag. 

(v) The Debtors and the Consultant may, but are not required to, advertise all of the Store 

Closings as “store closing,” “sale on everything,” “everything must go,” or similarly 

themed sales.  The Debtors and the Consultant may also have a “countdown to closing” 

sign prominently displayed in a manner consistent with these Store Closing Procedures. 

(vi) The Debtors and the Consultant shall be permitted to utilize sign walkers, display, 

hanging signs, and interior banners in connection with the Store Closings; provided that 

such sign walkers, display, hanging signs, and interior banners shall be professionally 

produced and hung in a professional manner.  Neither the Debtors nor the Consultant shall 

use neon or day-glo on its sign walkers, display, hanging signs, or interior banners if 

prohibited by the applicable lease or applicable law. Furthermore, with respect to enclosed 

mall locations, no exterior signs or signs in common areas of a mall shall be used unless 

otherwise expressly permitted in these Store Closing Procedures.  In addition, the Debtors 

and the Consultant shall be permitted to utilize exterior banners at (a) non-enclosed mall 

stores and (b) enclosed mall stores to the extent the entrance to the applicable Store does 

not require entry into the enclosed mall common area; provided, however, that such banners 

shall be located or hung so as to make clear that the Store Closing is being conducted 

                                                 
1 Capitalized terms used but note defined in these Store Closing Procedures have the meanings given to them in 

the Interim Order to which these Store Closing Procedures are attached as Exhibit 2, or the Motion to which the 

Interim Order is attached, as applicable. 
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only at the affected Store, and shall not be wider than the storefront of the Store. In 

addition, the Debtors shall be permitted to utilize sign walkers in a safe and professional 

manner. Nothing contained in these Store Closing Procedures shall be construed to create 

or impose upon the Debtors or the Consultant any additional restrictions not contained in 

the applicable lease agreement. 

(vii) Neither the Debtors nor the Consultant shall make any alterations to the storefront, 

roof, or exterior walls of any stores or shopping centers, or to interior or exterior store 

lighting, except as authorized by the applicable lease.  The hanging of in-Store signage 

shall not constitute an alteration to a Store. 

(viii) Affected landlords will have the ability to negotiate with the Debtors, or at the Debtors’ 

direction, the Consultant, any particular modifications to the Store Closing Procedures. 

The Debtors and the landlord of any Store are authorized to enter into Side Letters without 

further order of the Court, provided that such agreements do not have a material adverse 

effect on the Debtors or their estates. 

(ix) Conspicuous signs will be posted in each of the affected stores to the effect that all sales 

are “final.” 

(x) The Debtors will keep store premises and surrounding areas clear and orderly, consistent 

with past practices. 

(xi) An unexpired nonresidential real property lease will not be deemed rejected by reason of a 

Store Closing or the adoption of these Store Closing Procedures. 

(xii) The rights of landlords against the Debtors for any damages to a Store shall be reserved in 

accordance with the provisions of the applicable lease. 

(xiii) If and to the extent that the landlord of any Store contends that the Debtors or the 

Consultant is in breach of or default under these Store Closing Procedures, such landlord 

shall provide at least five days’ written notice, served by email or overnight delivery, 

on: 

If to the Debtors: 

 

Stage Stores, Inc. 

Attention:  Office of the General Counsel 

E-mail address:  legalnotice@stage.com 

 

with copies (which shall not constitute notice) to: 

 

Kirkland & Ellis LLP 

300 North LaSalle 

Chicago, Illinois 60654 

Attention:  Joshua M. Altman and Kevin S. McClelland 

E-mail address:  josh.altman@kirkland.com and kevin.mclelland@kirkland.com 
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If to the Consultant:  

 

Gordon Brothers Retail Partners, LLC 

800 Boylston Street 

27th Floor 

Boston, MA 01299 

 

with copies (which shall not constitute notice) to: 

 

Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP 

575 Madison Avenue 

New York, NY 10022 

Attention: Cindi M. Giglio 

Email address: cgiglio@katten.com 
 

If the parties are unable to resolve the dispute, either the landlord or the Debtors shall 

have the right to schedule a hearing before the Court on no less than five days’ written 

notice to the other party, served by email or overnight delivery. 
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                              United States Bankruptcy Court
                               Southern District of Texas

In re:                                                              Case No. 20-32564-drj
Stage Stores, Inc.                                                  Chapter 11
ARCP MT Lafayette In, LLC
         Debtors
                                                               CERTIFICATE OF NOTICE
District/off: 0541-4          User: emiller               Page 1 of 3                  Date Rcvd: May 13, 2020
                              Form ID: pdf002             Total Noticed: 65

Notice by first class mail was sent to the following persons/entities by the Bankruptcy Noticing Center on
May 15, 2020.
aty            +Deena L Buchanan,   Buchanan Law Firm, LLC,   5345 Wyoming Blvd NE,   Suite 202,
                 Albuquerque, NM 87109-3148
aty            +Gregory S Frayser,   Cline Williams wright et al,   233 S 13 St.,   Suite 1900,
                 Lincoln, NE 68508-2000
aty            +Jeffrey E Krumpe,   Miller Hall Triggs LLC,   416 Main Street,   Suite 1125,
                 Peoria, IL 61602-1161
aty            +Robert S. Friedman,   Sheppard Mullin Richter and Hampton,   30 Rockefeller Plaza,
                 New York, NY 10112-0079
cr             +6701 Sippel Street, LLC,   Kessler Collins, P.C.,   c/o Howard C. Rubin,
                 2100 Ross Avenue, Ste. 750,   Dallas, TX 75201-6707
cr             +Andrews Independent School District, et al,   C/O Laura J. Monroe,
                 Perdue, Brandon, Fielder, Collins & Mott,   PO Box 817,   Lubbock, TX 79408-0817
cr             +Atascosa County,   112 E. Pecan St., Suite 2200,   San Antonio, TX 78205-1588
cr             +Bexar County,   112 E. Pecan St., Suite 2200,   San Antonio, TX 78205-1588
cr             +Brewster County,   112 E. Pecan St., Suite 2200,   San Antonio, TX 78205-1588
cr             +Brookfield Property REIT, Inc.,   Kristen N. Pate,   350 N. Orleans St., Suite 300,
                 Chicago, IL 60654-1607
cr             +CITY OF EAGLE PASS,   112 E. Pecan St., Suite 2200,   San Antonio, TX 78205-1588
cr             +Carbondale Real Estate LLC,   c/o Barclay Damon LLP,   Attn: Kevin M. Newman,
                 Barclay Damon Tower,   125 East Jefferson Street,   Syracuse, NY 13202-2515
cr             +City Of El Paso,   112 E. Pecan St., Suite 2200,   San Antonio, TX 78205-1588
cr             +City of Del Rio,   112 E. Pecan St., Suite 2200,   San Antonio, TX 78205-1588
cr             +City of Mercedes, Mercedes ISD, Cityof Weslaco & W,   c/o John T. Banks,
                 3301Northland Drive Ste 505,   Austin, TX 78731-4954
cr             +City of Sulphur Springs,   Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson, LLP,   c/o Elizabeth Weller,
                 2777 N. Stemmons Freeway,   Suite 1000,   Dallas, TX 75207-2328
cr             +Dallas County,   Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson, LLP,   c/o Elizabeth Weller,
                 2777 N. Stemmons Freeway,   Suite 1000,   Dallas, TX 75207-2328
cr             +Ector CAD,   112 E Pecan Street, Suite 2200,   San Antonio, TX 78205-1588
cr             +Gonzales County,   112 E. Pecan Street, Suite 2200,   San Antonio, TX 78205-1588
cr             +Grayson County,   Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson, LLP,   c/o Elizabeth Weller,
                 2777 N. Stemmons Freeway,   Suite 1000,   Dallas, TX 75207-2328
cr             +Hood CAD,   Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson, LLP,   c/o Elizabeth Weller,
                 2777 N. Stemmons Freeway,   Suite 1000,   Dallas, TX 75207-2328
cr             +Humble Independent School District, et al,   c/o Owen M. Sonik,   PBFCM, LLP,
                 1235 N. Loop W., Ste 600,   Houston, TX 77008-1772
intp           +James Scott Douglass,   1811 Bering Dr., Suite 420,   Houston, TX 77057-3186
intp           +Kurtzman Carson Consultants LLC,   222 N Pacific Coast Highway,   Suite 300,
                 El Segundo, CA 90245-5614
cr             +LaSalle Shopping Center, LLC,   1900 Burnt Boat Drive, Suite 102,   Bismarck, ND 58503-0827
cr             +Merge Holdings, LLC,   c/o Matthew T. Taplett, Esq.,   500 W.7th St. #600,
                 Fort Worth, TX 76102-4751
cr             +Nike USA, Inc.,   c/o Anthony Saccullo,   A.M. Saccullo Legal, LLC,   27 Crimson King Drive,
                 Bear, DE 19701-2392
cr             +Orange Marketplace, LP,   c/o Michelle V. Friery,   Crain, Caton & James, P.C.,
                 1401 McKinney, Suite 1700,   Houston, TX  77010,   US 77010-1079
cr             +Pecos County,   112 E. Pecan St., Suite 2200,   San Antonio, TX 78205-1588
cr             +Plaquemine Marketplace, LP,   c/o Michelle V. Friery,   1401 McKinney, Suite 1700,
                 Houston, TX  77010,   US 77010-4037
cr             +Reeves County,   112 E. Pecan St., Suite 2200,   San Antonio, TX 78205-1588
cr             +Rivercrest Realty Associates, LLC,   c/o Barclay Damon LLP,   Attn: Kevin M. Newman,
                 Barclay Damon Tower,   125 East Jefferson Street,   Syracuse, NY 13202-2515
cr             +Rockstep Lagniappe Village LLC,   c/o Michelle V. Friery,   Crain, Caton & James, P.C.,
                 1401 McKinney, Suite 1700,   Houston, TX 77010-1079
cr             +Rockstep McComb LLC,   c/o Michelle V. Friery,   Crain, Caton & James, PC,
                 1401 McKinney, Suite 1700,   Houston, TX 77010-1079
cr             +Rockstep Opelousas LLC,   c/o Michelle V. Friery,   Crain, Caton & James, PC,
                 1401 McKinney, Suite 1700,   Houston, TX  77010,   US 77010-1079
cr             +Rockstep Starkville LLC,   c/o Michelle V. Friery,   Crain, Caton & James, PC,
                 1401 McKinney, Suite 1700,   Houston, TX  77010,   US 77010-1079
cr             +Rusk County,   Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson, LLP,   c/o Elizabeth Weller,
                 2777 N. Stemmons Freeway,   Suite 1000,   Dallas, TX 75207-2328
cr             +Simon Property Group, Inc.,   Attn: Ronald M. Tucker, Esq.,   225 West Washington Street,
                 Indianapolis, IN 46204-3438
cr             +Smith County,   Linebarge Goggan Blair & Sampson, LLP,   c/o Elizabeth Weller,
                 2777 N Stemmons Frwy Ste 1000,   Dallas, TX 75207-2328
intp            State of Texas,   c/o Texas Attorney General’s Office,   Bankruptcy & Collections Division,
                 P. O. Box 12548  MC-008,   Austin, TX  78711-2548
cr             +Sulphur Springs ISD,   Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson, LLP,   c/o Elizabeth Weller,
                 2777 N Stemmons Frwy Ste 1000,   Dallas, TX 75207-2328
cr             +Summer Grove, LLC,   Kessler Collins, P.C.,   c/o Howard C. Rubin,   2100 Ross Avenue, Ste. 750,
                 Dallas, TX 75201-6707
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cr             +Tarrant County,   Linebarger, Goggan, Blair & Sampson, LLP,   c/o Elizabeth Weller,
                 2777 N. Stemmons Frwy Ste 1000,   Dallas, TX  75207,   UNITED STATES 75207-2328
cr              Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts,   E. Stuart Phillips,   P.O. Box 12548,
                 Austin, TX  78711-2548
cr             +Val Verde County,   112 E. Pecan St., Suite 2200,   San Antonio, TX 78205-1588
cr             +Ward County,   112 E. Pecan St., Suite 2200,   San Antonio, TX 78205-1588
cr             +Wilson County,   112 E. Pecan St., Suite 2200,   San Antonio, TX 78205-1588

Notice by electronic transmission was sent to the following persons/entities by the Bankruptcy Noticing Center.
db             +E-mail/Text: BNC-ALLIANCE@QUANTUM3GROUP.COM May 13 2020 22:12:09     Stage Stores, Inc.,
                 2425 West Loop South,   Houston, TX 77027-4300
cr              E-mail/Text: houston_bankruptcy@LGBS.com May 13 2020 22:12:24     Angelina County,
                 Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson LLP,   c/o Tara L. Grundemeier,   Post Office Box 3064,
                 Houston, TX  77253-3064
cr              E-mail/Text: houston_bankruptcy@LGBS.com May 13 2020 22:12:24     Cleveland ISD,
                 Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson LLP,   c/o Tara L. Grundemeier,   P.O. Box 3064,
                 Houston, TX  77253-3064
cr              E-mail/Text: houston_bankruptcy@LGBS.com May 13 2020 22:12:24     Cypress-Fairbanks ISD,
                 Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson LLP,   C/O Tara L. Grundemeier,   P.O. Box 3064,
                 Houston, TX  77253-3064
cr              E-mail/Text: houston_bankruptcy@LGBS.com May 13 2020 22:12:24     Fort Bend County,
                 Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson LLP,   C/O Tara L. Grundemeier,   P.O. Box 3064,
                 Houston, TX  77253-3064
cr              E-mail/Text: houston_bankruptcy@LGBS.com May 13 2020 22:12:24     Galveston County,
                 Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson LLP,   c/o Tara L. Grundemeier,   Post Office Box 3064,
                 Houston, TX  77253-3064
cr             +E-mail/Text: houston_bankruptcy@LGBS.com May 13 2020 22:12:24     Harris County,
                 Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson LLP,   c/o Tara L. Grundemeier,   P.O. Box 3064,
                 Houston, TX 77253-3064
cr              E-mail/Text: houston_bankruptcy@LGBS.com May 13 2020 22:12:24     Houston CAD,
                 Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson LLP,   c/o Tara L. Grundemeier,   Post Office Box 3064,
                 Houston, TX  77253-3064
cr             +E-mail/Text: houston_bankruptcy@LGBS.com May 13 2020 22:12:24     Jasper County,
                 Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson LLP,   c/o Tara L. Grundemeier,   P.O. Box  3064,
                 Houston, TX 77253-3064
cr              E-mail/Text: houston_bankruptcy@LGBS.com May 13 2020 22:12:24     Jefferson County,
                 Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson LLP,   c/o Tara L. Grundemeier,   Post Office Box 3064,
                 Houston, TX  77253-3064
cr              E-mail/Text: houston_bankruptcy@LGBS.com May 13 2020 22:12:24     Madison County,
                 Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson LLP,   c/o Tara L. Grundemeier,   PO BOX 3064,
                 Houston, TX  77253-3064
cr              E-mail/Text: houston_bankruptcy@LGBS.com May 13 2020 22:12:24     Matagorda County,
                 Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson LLP,   c/o Tara L. Grundemeier,   Post Office Box 3064,
                 Houston, TX  77253-3064
intp           +E-mail/Text: jeremiah.buettner@mcafeetaft.com May 13 2020 22:13:01     
                 McAfee & Taft A Professional Corporation,   Two Leadership Square, Tenth Floor,
                 211 N. Robinson,   Oklahoma City, OK  73102,   UNITED STATES 73102-7109
cr              E-mail/Text: houston_bankruptcy@LGBS.com May 13 2020 22:12:24     Montgomery County,
                 Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson LLP,   c/o Tara L. Grundemeier,   P.O. Box 3064,
                 Houston, TX  77253-3064
cr              E-mail/Text: houston_bankruptcy@LGBS.com May 13 2020 22:12:24     Orange County,
                 Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson LLP,   c/o Tara L. Grundemeier,   P.O. Box 3064,
                 Houston, TX  77253-3064
cr              E-mail/Text: houston_bankruptcy@LGBS.com May 13 2020 22:12:24     Shelby County,
                 Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson LLP,   c/o Tara L. Grundemeier,   PO BOX 3064,
                 Houston, TX  77253-3064
cr             +E-mail/Text: houston_bankruptcy@LGBS.com May 13 2020 22:12:24     Tyler County,
                 Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson LLP,   c/o Tara L. Grundemeier,   P.O. Box 3064,
                 Houston, TX 77253-3064
cr              E-mail/Text: houston_bankruptcy@LGBS.com May 13 2020 22:12:24     Washington County,
                 Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson LLP,   c/o Tara L. Grundemeier,   P.O. Box 3064,
                 Houston, TX  77253-3064
                                                                                            TOTAL: 18

           ***** BYPASSED RECIPIENTS (undeliverable, * duplicate) *****
crcmch          ARCP MT Lafayette In, LLC
cr              ARCP MT Springfield IL, LLC
cr              Action Properties, LLC
cr              Ash Investors LLC
cr              BRE RC Southpark II TX LP
cr              Cole MT Rapid City
cr              Comenity Bank
cr              Comenity Capital Bank
cr              EP Downtown LLC
intp            GCCLE-Shadow Creek, LP
consult         Gordon Brothers Retail Partners, LLC
cr              Jack Schwartz Shoes Inc
cr              Ludington Center, LLC
cr              Ralph Lauren Corporation
cr              S4LLC
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           ***** BYPASSED RECIPIENTS (continued) *****
cr              SD (I)LLC
cr              SFP Pool Seven, LLC
cr              San Juan Associates, LP
cr              Spirit Realty Capital,   2727 N.. Harwood St., #300,   Dallas
cr              Spring Park Property Owners, LLC
cr              Vestar Bowles Crossing, LLC
cr              Wells Fargo Bank, National Association, as Adminis
cr              Wells Fargo Bank, National Association, as Term Lo
                                                                                           TOTALS: 23, * 0, ## 0

Addresses marked ’+’ were corrected by inserting the ZIP or replacing an incorrect ZIP.
USPS regulations require that automation-compatible mail display the correct ZIP.

Transmission times for electronic delivery are Eastern Time zone.

I, Joseph Speetjens, declare under the penalty of perjury that I have sent the attached document to the above listed entities in the manner
shown, and prepared the Certificate of Notice and that it is true and correct to the best of my information and belief.

Meeting of Creditor Notices only (Official Form 309): Pursuant to Fed. R. Bank. P. 2002(a)(1), a notice containing the complete Social
Security Number (SSN) of the debtor(s) was furnished to all parties listed.  This official court copy contains the redacted SSN as required
by the bankruptcy rules and the Judiciary’s privacy policies.

Date: May 15, 2020                                                                           Signature:   /s/Joseph Speetjens

_

                                                CM/ECF NOTICE OF ELECTRONIC FILING

The following persons/entities were sent notice through the court’s CM/ECF electronic mail (Email)
system on May 13, 2020 at the address(es) listed below:
NONE.                                                                                       TOTAL: 0
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