
UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN

SOUTHERN DIVISION

In the matter of:
Case No. 13-53846 

CITY OF DETROIT, MICHIGAN,
Chapter 9

Debtor.
Judge Thomas J. Tucker

                                                                     /

THE POLICE AND FIRE RETIREMENT
SYSTEM OF THE CITY OF DETROIT,

Plaintiff,

vs. Adv. Pro. No. 20-4042 

INVESTMENT COMMITTEE OF THE 
POLICE AND FIRE RETIREMENT SYSTEM
OF THE CITY OF DETROIT,

Defendant.
                                                                            /

ORDER APPOINTING NEW MEDIATOR,
AND MODIFYING CERTAIN CASE DEADLINES

This adversary proceeding came before the Court on February 26, 2020 for a status
conference, the purpose of which was to discuss mediation.  Counsel for each of the parties, and
counsel for the City of Detroit, appeared.  Confirming action taken by the Court during the status
conference, and for the reasons stated by the Court on the record during the status conference, the
Court entered an order on February 26, 2020, referring this adversary proceeding to mediation
and appointing Louis P. Rochkind as the mediator.  (Docket # 19, the “First Mediation Order”). 
That Order also modified certain case deadlines.  Then on March 10, 2020, the Court entered a
stipulated order (Docket # 26, the “March 10 Order”), which extended the deadline to complete
mediation to April 3, 2020, and which ordered that “the Police and Fire Retirement System of the
City of Detroit will pay the mediator’s fees in the amount of $375.00 per hour on behalf of both
parties.”

Soon after the entry of the March 10 Order, the COVID-19 public health crisis erupted in
Michigan, and especially in the Detroit area.
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On March 31, 2020, the parties filed a document entitled “Joint Report on Mediation”
(Docket # 27, the “Joint Report”).  Based on the facts stated by the parties in the Joint Report, the
Court finds that the appointed mediator, Mr. Rochkind, is presently unable to serve as the
mediator.1  Under the circumstances, the Court finds good cause to enter this Order, and to do so
without any further hearing or status conference with the parties.2

IT IS ORDERED that the First Mediation Order (Docket # 19) and the March 10 Order
(Docket # 26) are modified by the terms of this Order.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that:

1.  The dispute in this adversary proceeding remains in the status of being referred to mediation
under L.B.R. 7016-2.  

2.  Louis P. Rochkind is replaced as the mediator by Howard S. Sher; Howard S. Sher is 
appointed as the new mediator.  Mr. Sher’s contact information is:

Howard S. Sher
25800 Northwestern Highway
Suite 500
Southfield, MI 48075
248-649-1900
fax 248-649-2920
howard@jacobweingarten.com

3.  The current April 3, 2020 deadline to complete mediation is extended, such that mediation
must be completed no later than May 1, 2020.

4.  Unless the parties and the new mediator all agree otherwise in advance, in writing, the
mediation must be conducted entirely by telephone and/or video conferencing, so that no in-
person meetings will occur.

5.  The deadline for Plaintiff to respond to Defendant’s counterclaim is extended to May 15, 
2020.  

1  The Court understands Mr. Rochkind’s concerns, as described in the Joint Report, and greatly
appreciates Mr. Rochkind’s willingness to serve as mediator in this and other cases.

2  In their Joint Report, the parties requested that the Court “schedule a telephonic status
conference to address the mediation process.”  The Court finds it unnecessary to conduct another status
conference at this time, to discuss mediation, and instead enters this Order.

2
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6.  The deadline for each party to serve initial disclosures under Fed. R. Civ. P. 26(a)(1) is
extended to May 29, 2020.

7.  Based on the agreement of the parties, expressed on the record by their attorneys during the
February 26, 2020 status conference, in mediation sessions, the four individuals who are
members of both the Plaintiff PFRS Board and the Defendant Investment Committee Board3 may
attend4 any separate meeting sessions of the Plaintiff PFRS only, and may not attend any separate
meeting sessions of the Defendant Investment Committee.  Such individuals also may attend any
joint meeting sessions the two parties have with the mediator.

The Court will send a copy of this Order to the new mediator.

The Court also will adjourn the initial scheduling conference that is currently scheduled
for April 13, 2020, by separate notice.

Signed on April 2, 2020

3  These are the four individuals named in paragraphs 34 and 35 of the Plaintiff’s Complaint
(Docket # 1).

4  As used in this Order, the word “attend” means attend remotely, by telephone or video
conferencing, not in person.
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